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Narrative Description

Locomotive 2 (8BR3043) is one of three switching locomotives within the NASA Kennedy Space Center
(KSC) Railroad System; the others are Locomotive 1 (8BR2923) and Locomotive 3 (8BR3044).
Locomotive 2 is a model EMD SW1500, built by General Motors’ Electro-Motive Division. It is 44’-8”-
long and stands 11°-9”-tall at the engine hood and 15’ at the top of the cab. It weighs 248,000 tons and
sits on two, four-wheel trucks with a 40” whee! diameter. A walkway surrounds the engine and is
accessible either from the cab or from the steps at the front. The cab also can be entered through a door at
the back. The 1,500 horsepower, V-12 diese] engine is capable.bf reaching speeds up to 65 mph (Bachand
nd.). -

Locomotive 2 was built in 1970 for the Toledo, Peoria, and Western Railway; it had the number TP&W
305. In all, 808 EMD SWI1500 locomotives were built by General Motors (KSC-TO, Folder No.
Locomotive 1). NASA bought the three locomotives on July 24, 1984, for $108,000 each to replace three
Alco 82 locomotive switcher cars that had previously belonged to the Army (KSC-TO, Folder No.
Locomotive 1; NASA 2007). Locomotive 2 was repainted black, red, and gray with white stripes.

Locomotive 2, along with Locomotives 1 and 3, moved railcars to and from the Jay Jay Yard and
facilities throughout the KSC, as well as to the Center’s exchange with the Cape Canaveral Air Force
Station. Most notably, the locomotives transported solid rocket booster (SRB) motor case segments,
which were used in concert with the space shuttle main engines to launch orbiters into space (Spaceport
News 2011). They also conveyed Space Shuttle Program (SSP) ground support equipment, the rocket
propellant nitrogen tetroxide, Air Force Titan rockets, Navy Trident missiles, and booster segments for
the Ares I-X test flights (NASA 2007).

With the retirement of the SSP, Locomotive 2 will be used for parts for the other two locomotives.
Locomotive 3 will serve as the primary vehicle for the KSC’s rail network, while Locomotive 1 will be
maintained as the backup (Crews 2012),

Explanation of Evaluation

Locomotive 2 is considered eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places as a
contributing resource to the NASA KSC Railroad System Historic District (8BR2932), which is eligible
in the context of the U.S. Space Shuttle Program (ca. 1969-2011). The locomotive was purchased by
NASA in 1984, and was one of three locomotives that were crucial to the NASA Railroad’s support of the
SSP; everything that entered the KSC from 1984 to 2010 via the railroad was transported by one of these
three locomotives. Most prominently, the locomotives were used in tandem with railcars to transport the
SRB motor case segments between the Thiokol Corporation, their manufacturer in Utah, and the KSC.
Furthermore, the locomotives moved ground support equipment and supplies important to the SSP and its
associated activities at the KSC. Locomotive 2 has retained its historical integrity.
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